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Dear Adoration Parade Participant,  
 
We would like to personally invite you to take part in the long-standing and inspirational Branson 
tradition, the Adoration Parade. This year’s parade is the 61st Annual and will take place on Sunday, 
December 6, 2009.   Starting with the annual lighting of the largest area nativity scene, overlooking Lake 
Taneycomo at dusk and culminating with a community gathering like no other: the Adoration Parade. 
  
If you’ve ever asked yourself the question, “What happened to Christmas?”- this inspirational community 
event is the answer you’ve been seeking.  The Branson community gathers on this special day to set 
aside our individual aspirations and celebrate the true meaning of the Christmas season.  It is our 
chance to stop and reflect on the beauty of the Christmas story that still inspires people today.  On this 
special night, no one is in the limelight and no organization is promoted, only an overwhelming 
outpouring of community and celebration as we come together to honor the story of Christmas. 
    
As you plan for the upcoming Christmas season, don’t miss the opportunity to enter your organization in 
the 61st Annual Adoration Celebration & Parade.  Branson’s Ozark Mountain Christmas Season begins 
with the lighting of the nativity scene and we want you and your organization to be a part of this timeless 
tradition.   
 
Please review and return the enclosed application by Friday, November 6, 2009.  Mail or fax to: 
Adoration Parade, PO Box 1897, Branson, MO 65615 or 417-337-5887.  For more information, contact 
Kathleen Bullock, Branson/Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce & CVB, at 417-334-4084 ext 326 or 
kbullock@bransoncvb.com.   
 
See You at the Scene, 
 
 
The 2009 Branson Adoration Parade Committee  
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Guidelines for Floats & Walking Units 
 

The rules and guidelines below ensure the quality and safety of our 61st Annual Adoration Celebration & 
Parade.  Cooperation with these guidelines will make this year’s parade a pleasurable experience for 

everyone.   
 

1. All entries must have a Christmas theme.  The 61st Annual Adoration Celebration & Parade’s 
theme is “Keeping Christ in Christmas.”  Your entry’s theme may be religious (Example:  “Jesus’ 
Birthday”, “Keeping the Light of Christ Lit”) or non-religious holiday theme (Example:  “Frosty the 
Snowman”, “Sleigh Ride”).  Only entries with a Christmas theme will be accepted. 

 
2. Company logos, company names and other commercial signage are not permitted on 

floats.   This includes license plate covers and signage on tow vehicles.  Vehicle owners are 
requested to tape over/cover logos prior to arrival at the parade staging area.   

 
3. Company logos, company names and other commercial signage are not permitted on 

attire worn by participants on floats.  Service organizations with nationally recognized uniform 
requirements may choose to incorporate uniforms into their Christmas themed float with prior 
parade committee approval.  For example, Military, Fire and Police personnel, Boy Scouts, Cub 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Brownies and Salvation Army.   

 
4. The Adoration Parade Committee will provide one identification banners for each float.  Each 

banner will be 1.5’ x 5’ in size.  This banner will be provided the day of the parade.  Banner 
must be carried in front of the parade float.  It may not be affixed to the float.  Banner must 
be returned to the parade official at the end of the parade. Only banner carriers if walking in 
front of or behind floats may wear nationally recognized uniforms. (Refer to #3). 

 
5. Walking units must have a Christmas theme.  For example, all participants dressed in 

costume as elves, angels, shepherds or gifts.  Walking units in uniform will not be permitted.  
Motorized escort vehicles will not be permitted to accompany walking units.  

 
6. All motorized parade entries with the exception of tow vehicles are subject to committee 

approval. (Refer to #2). 
 

7. Performances by float participants/walking units/bands are limited to 1 minute in front of 
the judging stations only.  Judging stations will be clearly marked.  Organization contacts will 
receive information regarding the locations of judges prior to the parade.   

 
8. Maximum height for floats is 13’ 5” due to overhead wires and Christmas decorations over the 

street and maximum width is 11’.  Any entries over 40’ long overall (front of vehicle to end of 
float) must be given special approval depending on type of vehicle, etc.  Please contact Steve 
Dalton at the City of Branson 334-3300 for approval of longer floats. 
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9. If animals are included in your parade entry, you must contact the Taney County Health 

Department at 334-4544 for the appropriate permits/documentation.  Approval from this 
Department is required to participate in the Adoration Parade.  You are also required to clean up 
after your animals during the Parade.  

 
10. For safety, please no throwing of candy or prizes from float.  Candy may be donated to the 

Branson Fire Department who distributes candy at the end of the parade.   
 

11. Only the pre-approved participants of the float are allowed on the parade route during the 
parade.  For safety reasons, friends and family must remain behind the barricades. Float 
spotters/escorts must be appropriately attired in the Christmas theme. 

 
12. Please do not include Santa Claus as part of your float.  By tradition, Santa will be at the end of 

the parade! 
 

13. Parade entry drivers must be in their vehicles at the parade staging location no later than 
3 pm.  Participants must be in position and ready to move at 4:30 pm. 

 
14. Please find attached the float safety guidelines provided by the Branson Fire Department.  All 

floats will be inspected during line-up by the fire department to ensure they meet the guidelines. 
 

15. Deadline for application:  Friday, November 6, 2009.   Mail or fax to Adoration Parade, PO 
Box 1897, Branson, MO 65615, or 417-337-5887.   
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Float/Walking Unit Application Information 
 

Your application for the 61st Annual Adoration Celebration & Parade must include the following:  
 
1) A completed application. 
2) A sketch and explanation of your float for the Adoration Parade Committee approval.  

Please include as much information as possible. 
3) A 50-word description of your entry that may be read by the parade’s emcee for radio & 

television during the parade. 
 
Applications will not be reviewed or approved by the committee until all of the above documents 
have been received.  No changes may be made to the float after approval by the committee. 
 
 
Float/Walking Unit Categories & Prizes 
 
Non-Profit Organization:  
Religious Entry 

 For-Profit Organization:  
Religious/Non-Religious Entry 

First Place: $1000  First Place:  $1000 
Second Place: $300  Second Place: $300 
Third Place: $200  Third Place: $200 
Fourth Place: $100  Fourth Place: $100 
 
Non-Profit Organization:  
Non-Religious Entry 

 Spirit of Christmas Adoration Award 

First Place: $1000  $400 
Second Place: $300  Awarded by the Adoration Parade committee 
Third Place: $200  to the organization that exemplifies the 
Fourth Place: $100  true spirit of the Adoration Celebration 
 
Trophies/plaques will be awarded immediately following the parade.  Cash prizes will be mailed. 
 
 
Deadline for application is Friday, November 6, 2009.   
Please mail or fax to attention:  Adoration Parade, PO Box 1897, Branson, MO 65615 or  
417-337-5887.   
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Float/Walking Unit Entry Application 
 
Section I: Organization Information: 
Organization (to be printed on the banner – brief is better for readability): 
 
  
Contact Person:  
  
Mailing Address:  
      
City:  State:  Zip:  
    
Phone:  Fax:  
    
Cell:  Email:  
 
Section II: Organization & Float Category:  (Select One) 
 
1) _____  Non-Profit Organization:  Religious theme  (church, rotary club, civic groups) 
 
2) _____  Non-Profit Organization:  Non-religious theme (church, rotary club, civic groups) 
 
3) _____  For-Profit Organization:  Religious/Non-Religious theme 
 
 
Section III: Participants 
 
Number of participants on float_____ Number of participants walking_____ 
 
Does your entry include animals**?        YES  NO  
 
If YES, what kind and how many?           __________________________  
All entries with animals MUST provide capable people and equipment to clean up after the animals along 
the parade route!! 
 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION:  Friday, November 6, 2009 
 

Mail or Fax to:  Adoration Parade, PO Box 1897, Branson, MO  65615 
Fax:  417-337-5887 Phone: 417-334-4084 Ext. 326 

 
By signing this form, I acknowledge I have read and understand the “Guidelines for 
Floats/Walking Units” document attached to this form.   
 
Contact Signature: _________________________________________________________ 
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Float/Walking Unit Sketch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FLOAT EXPLANATION:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
TOW VEHICLE DESCRIPTION:  
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Float/Walking Unit Broadcast Announcement 
(Limited to 50 Words) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




